The heart of the matter

A. What is at the heart of Christianitg? « What was the main reason Jesus came?

1 Timothg 1:15
I want to remind you of the gospel | Prcacl'lecl to you, ...

For what I received | Passed on to you as of first imPortance: that Christ died for Matthew 1:21

our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on Mark 10:45

the third dag according to the Scrip’cures 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 Luke 19:10

B. What does Jesus’ death accomplislﬁ?
What does sin do? What has Jesus death & resurrection brought?

Romans 5:16 -» Romans 5:9 (1cirs’c halF} J n
Romans 6:2% » Levi7l, 1 John2:2 A t
John 8:34 » EPhesians 1.7 R n
Colossians 1:21 » Colossians 1:22 R n
Ephesians Z:ﬁb -» Romans 5:9 (chl I'lahc) S n

. Trg and rcprcsent each of the 5 concePts with a cliagram on Butcher’s PaPer.

Birim

« Where do you see these aspccts of sinin your fife?

« What can you do to make it up to Jesus for what he has done for gou?



C. Just how imPortant is this? D. Sufferin g a heart attack!

Nearlg every letter in the New Testament bcgins with a

Colossians 1:15-23

1 Thessalonians 1:3,10
2 ThesSalonians 1:8,12
1 Timot/‘)y 1:15

2 Timothy 1:9-10
Titus 1:1-3 (& 2:13-14)
Philemon 3-6
Hebrews 1:3

James I:18

1 Peter 1:2,10,19
1John1:9, 2:2

Revelation 1:18, 5:9-10

reminder of what Jesus has done (the Gospel/trut]'l) and 50 the ransom to be truly in line with God’s justice, had to
how iml:)ortant this is. Quicklg What is said? be strictlg an cquivalent -a Pencect human, “the last Adam.”
Thus when God sent Jesus to earth as the ransom, he made
Rom 1:1, 16 Jesus to be what would satism('y hisjustice, not an incarnation,
1 Corl:18 not a gocl—man, but a Per?ect man, “lower than angcls.”
(Hebrews 2:9; compare Psalm 8:5,6.) How could any Part of an
2 Corl:20 almightg Godhead - Father, Son, or holg sPirit - ever be lower
than angels 7

Gal 1:4,8 . .
taken from “Should You Believe in the Trinity 27 by WatchTower
EP/.I 1:3,7-8 Bible and Tract Soc/ety, 1989
Ph/flppians :6,11,21 It is claimed we should never isolate any attribute of God,

that we should remember God isjus’cice and love. It is asserted
that God in his love Paicl the Penalty wlﬂichjustice demanded.

.. if we claim that God satisfied his justice 139 laging the
Pcna]tg for man’s sins on Jesus, then ge satisfied l’lisjusticc
bﬂ the greatest act of irjustice, the world has ever seen, for
Jesus was the onlg Pemccctly good person who has ever
existed.

Thus the idea of Jesus becoming a substitute for us will not
stand up under examination, even ’chougl'l it is an idea that is
very dearto many.

taken from “Who is Jesus” by william Barc/ay, 1975

« How do these verses help us?

Psalm +49:.7-9.
John 20:28
Colossians 1:15,19.
2 Corinthians 5:19



Kecp the heart Pumping

The sacrificial concept that focuses on the saving blood of Jesus that somehow washes me clean, 50 Popular @\-.\(b
in evangelical and fundamentalist circles, is bg and largc repugnant to us toc{ay. This understanding of the . ’X‘@O
divine-human re]ationship violates both our unclers’cancling of God and our knowledge of human life. 666'00('\(‘

taken from “Rcscufng the Bible from Fundamentalism” by John Sne/by Sloong, 1991 \

Where Mlght this man obtain his ‘undcrstana’ing of God'? Read 1 Corinthians I:18.

A. Quick Recap: In Pairs, Fill in the blanks:

What does sin do? What has Jesus death & resurrection brought’?
Romans 5:16 Made us C » Romans 5:9 (first half) J n
Romans 6:2% Leadsto D » LeviZ:i John2:2 A t
John 8534 Makes us S > Eplﬂesians 1.7 R n
Colossians 1:21 Godandlare A » Colossians 1:22 R n
Epl’lesians 2:3b We are objec’cs of w » Romans 5:9 (2nd half) S n

B. Read Galatians 1:6-10.

« What has haPPenecl’? How serious is this 7
« What do we learn about the Prob[em in Galatians 2:21-%:3 7

o If Paul was still on earth todag howwould he react to a group who came along wanting Peop[e to ge’c to heaven bg human effort?




C. What might Paul say about the Fo”owing ?

Q. Does the Catholic Church ever imPose acts of atonement on
her members 7

A.Yes, for examP]c, at the conclusion of a confession the Priest
alwags assigns a definite act of Picty (usua”g saying of some
Pragers) which the Peniten’c is to Pencorm in exPiation lor
atonement] of the sins which he hasjus’c confessed. This act of

Pietg is called penance.

Q. What happcns if a person dies before he has had the
oPPortunitﬂ to exPia’ce [or atone] Fu“y for the sins he committed
duringli?e?

A. His soul is sentenced to suffer for a time in Purgatorg.

Q. Are the souls confined in purgatory certain of arriving in
heaven?
A. Since thcg die in the state of sanctifging grace, the souls in
Purgatory, are absolute]g assured of salvation. Theg possess
complete ccrtaintg that after their Period of expiation and
atonement is over theg will be admitted to the face-to-face vision
of God.

PZj‘P of This is Catholicism by John Walsh

. Wl’\y is it imPor'tant forus, in toclag’s society, to be reminded that
there are ‘churches’ with a different gospel?

D. How should the heart pump in my life?

Galatians 2:20-21
| Corinthians 6:18-20
2 Corinthians 5:14--15
EPhesians 5:1-2
Mark 8:34-38
* What temptations to lose heart might we face inlife?
« What would you find hard to gjve up for the sake of the

gospcl?
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